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DIRECTOR CHRIS ABRAHAM

Grade recommendation
Suitable for Grade 7 and up

About the play
This is one of Molière’s great satirical comedies on the folly 
of religious fanaticism, power and greed.

Synopsis
Tartuff e, a vagrant and confi dence trickster posing as a 
religious puritan, has wormed his way into the home of 
Orgon, a prosperous bourgeois, who has totally fallen 
under his spell. With the exception of Orgon’s equally 
gullible mother, Madame Pernelle, everyone else in the 
household – including the maid, Dorine – sees through the 
impostor; but Orgon, deaf to their warnings, goes so far as 
to promise Tartuff e his daughter, Mariane, even though she 
is already betrothed to a young man named Valère.
 Tartuff e also has designs on Orgon’s wife, Elmire. When 
Damis overhears him making a pass at her, he angrily 
denounces the would-be seducer, but Orgon refuses to 
believe him. Instead, he disowns Damis and makes Tartuff e 
heir to his entire estate.
 Elmire, however, succeeds in persuading Orgon to 
eavesdrop on a second conversation, during which she 
knows Tartuff e will make an even more blatant attempt to 
seduce her. Convinced at last, Orgon confronts Tartuff e 
– who, showing his true colours, reminds his former 
benefactor that he now owns the house, and departs to 
arrange for the family’s eviction. Before long, a court offi  cial, 
Monsieur Loyal, arrives with confi rmation that Orgon and 
his family must quit the premises. Even Madame Pernelle is 
now convinced of Tartuff e’s fraudulence.
 The situation worsens when Valère brings word that 
Tartuff e has denounced Orgon as a traitor, on the basis 
of some incriminating documents that Orgon was naively 
keeping for a friend. Tartuff e reappears, along with an 
offi  cer of the law; however, to his surprise, it is he who is 
arrested. The king, it turns out, is well aware of Tartuff e’s 
villainous past; accordingly, he pardons Orgon and restores 
to him his house and fortune, leaving the way clear for 
Valère and Mariane to marry.

Content advisory for students
Some sexual innuendo

Curriculum connections and links
1. All grades: Language/English (Listening to Understand, 

Speaking to Communicate, Reading for Meaning)
2. All grades: Drama, Music, Visual Art
3. Grades 7–12: Health and PE (Healthy Living: Bullying and 

Abuse)
4. Grades 7–12: Health and PE (Human Development and 

Sexual Health: Emotional, Social Impact; Understanding 
Healthy Relationships; Confl ict Management)

5. Grade 11: Dynamics of Human Relationships (Healthy 
Relationships; Making Decisions)

6. Grade 12: World History Since the 15th Century (Social, 
Economic and Political Context – 18th-Century France)
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Themes and motifs
•	 Reason vs. emotion
•	 Foolishness and folly
•	 Religion and morals
•	 Hypocrisy and gullibility
•	 Women and femininity
•	 Lies and deceit
•	 Sin
•	 Love, marriage and sex
•	 Family
•	 Appearance vs. reality
•	 Ambition
•	 Justice
•	 Loyalty

Enrichment
Study Guides for certain productions are available at 
stratfordfestival.ca/studyguides.

Private workshops and post-show chats may be arranged 
by calling the Education Department at 519.271.4040, 
ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre and Costume Warehouse tours may be 
arranged by calling the Box Office at 1.800.567.1600.

Additional classroom activities and ideas for engagement 
with the text can be found at stratfordfestival.ca/
teachingmaterials.

Let us take care of lunch!
Picnic lunches are available anytime but must be ordered 
two weeks in advance. Student deli lunch buffets 
are another option (subject to availability). For more 
information, ask the Groups and Schools Department when 
placing your ticket order.

Theatre etiquette
Please respect the actors and your fellow patrons. When 
the lights dim, it is time to be quiet and engage with the 
actors on stage. Be sure to turn off all mobile devices and 
refrain from texting, talking or eating, as this is disrespectful 
to the actors who are telling the story.
 Respond to what you see through laughter, tears, 
smiles, giggles or captivated silence. The actors feed off 
your presence and response to their work on stage. Don’t 
respond by talking to your neighbour; please wait until after 
the performance to discuss your thoughts.

*Tools for Teachers sponsored by

The Tools for Teachers program includes 
Prologues, Study Guides and Stratford Shorts 

Booking Information
Online
You can order your group tickets online at any time 
right from your desk. You can even select your seats! 
To start planning your trip, go to stratfordfestival.ca/
schools.

Email
groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone
1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail
Stratford Festival
Attn: Groups and Schools
P.O. Box 520
Stratford, ON   N5A 6V2

facebook.com/StratfordFestival
twitter.com/Stratfest
youtube.com/StratfordFestival
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